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2004. The following month Matt’s unit
was moved to the Logistics Support
Center Anaconda in Balad, Iraq, to
begin missions delivering fuel to var-
ious coalition bases.

On April 9, 2004, Matt’s convoy was
ambushed near Baghdad International
Airport. The convoy came under fire
from small arms, RPGs, and mortar
fire. When the convoy was able to move
clear of the attack, it was found that
nine people were unaccounted for.
Later, five civilians and one soldier
were found dead, presumed to have
been killed during the ambush. One ci-
vilian driver had been taken hostage
during the ambush but managed to es-
cape his captors a few weeks later.
Matt and one civilian contractor re-
mained missing.

On April 16, 2004, Matt appeared in a
videotaped broadcast aired on al
Jazeera television surrounded by his
armed captors. During the brief inter-
view, Matt identified himself as Pri-
vate First Class Keith Matthew
Maupin. From that day forward, Matt’s
status was listed as a prisoner of war.
And the men and women of the Armed
Forces, as well as those from various
Federal agencies, worked tirelessly to
find Matt and secure his return.

The Army has a creed. And within
that creed there are four stanzas re-
ferred to as the warrior’s ethos. This
ethos is the standard by which all sol-
diers conduct themselves. They read as
follows:

I will always place the mission first.
I will never accept defeat. I will never
quit. I will never leave a fallen com-
rade.

I believe that it was these four stan-
zas that directed and guided the search
for Matt. The mission was to find Matt
and return him to his family. I thank
Secretary Gates, Secretary Geren, Gen-
eral George Casey, General Petraeus,
and all the leaders in the Multi Na-
tional Forces-Iraq and Joint Special
Forces Command for making the mis-
sion of finding Matt the number one
priority in this Nation. I also think it’s
important that we thank all the sol-
diers, sailors, Marines, and airmen who
patrolled the streets of Iraq every day
refusing to accept defeat, refusing to
quit, and refusing to leave behind our
fallen Matt.

I would also like to thank General
Jim Campbell, recently retired, who
visited with the Maupins on numerous
occasions, providing them with updates
on the status of the search for Matt. I
would also like to thank Major General
Galen Jackman and Joe Guzowski for
their efforts to keep me informed on
the details of their search.

It has been almost 4 years since Matt
went missing in Iraq, and through the
joint efforts of all these extraordinary
people, Matt can finally come home. As
Matt’s father told me, ‘“‘Matt is coming
home. He has completed his mission.”
My thoughts and prayers are with his
family and his friends. Their torment
is replaced with a broken heart, and I
ask this Nation to pray that that heart
is healed.
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May God bless Matt and Matt’s fam-
ily, and may Matt rest in peace.

THE DEMOCRATS’ “MAGIC PLAN”
TO LOWER GAS PRICES HAS NOT
WORKED

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. WESTMORE-
LAND) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
this morning the price of a barrel of oil
fell to $105 after hitting an all-time
high of nearly $112 in the middle of
March. Less than 2 years ago, the
Democrats promised Americans that
they had a magic plan for lowering gas
prices, but since they have been in con-
trol of Congress, prices have simply
gone higher and higher. But at the
time, those prices were enough to
alarm Americans when Republicans
were in the majority.

On the floor of the House and on the
campaign trail in districts throughout
the Nation, the Democrats seized on
those anxieties and pointedly blamed
the Republican White House and Con-
gress for rising gas prices. Time and
time again, they said they had a magic
formula for lowering the cost.

On April 16, 2006, the then-minority
leader NANCY PELOSI said in a press re-
lease, ‘“The Republican rubber stamp
Congress has passed two energy bills,
costing taxpayers $12 billion for give-
aways to big oil companies. But the
Republican bills clearly have done
nothing to lower gas prices, as the
price of a barrel of oil has settled above
$70 a barrel, the highest price in our
history.”” The release went on to say,
“Democrats have a plan to lower gas
prices.”

Then the next week another Pelosi
release said, ‘“‘Democrats have a com-
monsense plan to help bring down sky-
rocketing gas prices. . .”

When in 2006 the House considered
the energy bill to increase domestic
production, the Democrats took to this
floor in outrage. A Democrat congress-
man from California said on the floor
about the Republican energy bill of
2006, ‘It is no wonder their initials are
G-O-P: gas, o0il, and petroleum . . . It is
time House Republicans join us in pro-
viding some real relief to the American
consumer.”’

That same day a Democratic Member
from Connecticut said, ‘“When it comes
to solving the energy crisis, President
Bush and his Republican Congress have
no credibility. If they had only spent
the last 5 years working to reduce de-
mand,” like the Democrats have pro-
posed, ‘‘by raising fuel standards, roll-
ing back the billions of dollars in tax
breaks and royalty relief to the big oil
companies, and if they were about pro-
moting alternative fuels, as the Demo-
crats have proposed, we might today be
on the road to energy independence in-
stead of bracing ourselves for $4 gas
prices.

Let me put this rhetoric into con-
text, Mr. Speaker. When the Democrats
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took over both Houses of Congress in
January of 2007, gas prices that month
ranged from $50 to $60 a barrel for oil.
But at the end of 2007, the Democrats’
magic plan for lowering gas prices ap-
parently hasn’t worked out because
today oil is closing at over $100 a bar-
rel.

But wait, Mr. Speaker. It gets even
crazier. A House Appropriations sub-
committee this week will be looking at
raising gas taxes 25 to 40 cents a gal-
lon.
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Seems to me that that makes prices
go up 25 to 40 cents a gallon. But what
do I know? I've never professed to un-
derstand the Democrats’ magic for-
mula for lowering gas prices.

On gas prices, as on earmarks, spend-
ing, and ethics, the Democrats ran as
the Great Crusaders. But they’ve gov-
erned as the Great Pretenders. Demo-
crats have proposed nothing that would
do anything but raise gas prices at the
pump. Just last month, the House
Democrats passed another ‘‘no-energy”’
energy bill in the form of an $18 billion
tax increase on American energy. This
marks the fourth time the Democrats
have held a vote to raise energy taxes.
This sort of agenda will only slow the
economy by discouraging domestic en-
ergy production and increasing our de-
pendence on foreign nations for our en-
ergy.

Our Nation needs energy production
to keep our competitive edge in the
global marketplace. We all want to
achieve breakthroughs in alternative
energies that will have a growing im-
portance in the future. But we can’t
pretend that oil isn’t by far the most
important fuel in our economy. We
have to increase domestic production.
We need to give American companies
incentive to produce, rather than de-
monizing them for providing a com-
modity that our livelihoods depend on.

Let’s put American ingenuity to
work in the field. And let’s put the
Democrat’s magic formula back on the
shelf.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DREIER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DREIER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LINDA T.
SANCHEZ) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia addressed the House. Her re-
marks will appear hereafter in the Ex-
tensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
addressed the House. His remarks will
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